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It is my great pleasure to present the third edition of European Ceramic Context as part of the biennial 
symposium for contemporary glass and ceramics on the island of Bornholm in Denmark. 

Comprehensive exhibitions, workshops, master classes, lectures and an artist-in-residence programme 
provide the opportunity to discuss the state of European ceramics today. 
All the members states of the EU, as well as Iceland, Switzerland and Norway, are invited to participate. 

This European manifestation of contemporary ceramics seeks to establish a platform where representatives 
of the various disciplines within ceramics can meet to share ideas, do networking and lay the groundwork  

for future collaboration.  
 

Two large exhibitions  

Two comprehensive exhibitions, divided into two categories, will present the work of 95 ceramic artists 
from 29 European countries. Each artist will be represented by two principal pieces of work. 

The Ceramic Art category is for work made by professional, established ceramic artists and will be shown at 
the Bornholm Art Museum. New Talent is for emerging professional ceramic artists under the age of 35 

and will be exhibited at Grønbechs Gård. 

The exhibitions will provide a general overview and explore the current situation of contemporary 
European ceramics. This broad selection of artwork by artists from a wide variety of cultural backgrounds 

and traditions will reveal current interests and tendencies, while demonstrating diversity in the use of 
technique, expression and form. 

National commissioners in each country, appointed by the organisers, have nominated artists for 
participation. The national commissioners were all invited to undertake this task because of their expertise 

and knowledge of contemporary European ceramics. They come from a variety of positions in the field of 
ceramics, such as museum curators, art critics, educators and individual curators. 

A selection committee, comprising three members of international calibre and experience, were charged 

with making the final selection: Morten Løbner Espersen (Denmark), Claydies, aka Tine Broksø and Karen 
Kjældgård-Larsen (Denmark), and Susanne Jøker Johnsen (Denmark). 

Each exhibiting artist is profiled in this exhibition catalogue by images of his or her work, a brief CV and an 
artist statement, written by the artist himself/herself or a closely associated curator. The CV looks to the 
future, not the past, while the artist statement deals with the thoughts and ideas behind the works and 

artistic practice of the artist. The artist statements are presented in their original submitted form to 
emphasise the diversity of culture, as well as tradition and culture of art dialogue in the 29 European 

countries. The catalogue is richly illustrated, making it an abundant source of information on the current 
state of European ceramics and on the most important ceramic artists right now. 

Two prizes of EUR 10,000 
A prize of EUR 10,000 will be given to one outstanding ceramic artist in each of the two exhibition 



categories. A three-member jury with expertise in the field of contemporary ceramics will review the 

exhibitions before the opening and select one winner in each of the two exhibition categories.   
The Jury members are Namita Gupta Wiggers, curator, writer, educator and museum consultant based in 

Portland, Oregon, USA; Clemence van Lunen, ceramic artist, educator and curator, Belgium; and Lars 
Kærulf Møller, Museum Director of the Bornholm Art Museum , Denmark. 

Artist in residence 
European Ceramic Context 2014 is organising a series of artist-in-residencies in cooperation with partners 
on Bornholm and the rest of Denmark. This was created to provide ceramic artists and ceramicists with an 

opportunity away from their usual environment and obligations. Eight selected artists will be given the time 
and space to develop a new project or body of work in ceramics. The residency provides a time of reflection, 

research, presentation and/or production. They also allow an individual to explore his/her practice in 
another community, meeting new people, using new materials, experiencing life in a new location. The 

artist-in-residence programme aims to emphasise the importance of meaningful and multi-layered cultural 
exchange and immersion in another culture. 

Residencies are offered at the Royal Danish Academy School of Design Bornholm, Svanekegaarden, Bright 
Park Bornholm and Engelsholm Højskole. 

Master class 

“Materiality – Body as a tool – Ceramic heritage as matter” is the title of a master class taught by Dutch 
artist Alexandra Engelfriet. Historically, Bornholm has been the Danish centre of ceramics for centuries. In 

the 18th century, many ceramic factories came into existence on Bornholm due to the abundant supply of 
natural resources for ceramic production. The now abandoned tile factory in Hasle will be the site of the 

master class. Awareness of clay both as a natural material animated by all kinds of forces and as a raw 
material for the ceramic industry will be at the heart of the processes the participants will engage in. Direct 

involvement with a large amount of raw clay will take participants out of an object-directed way of thinking 
and invite them to engage with place.  

Conference 

“Materiality - the values of matter and making” is the title of a conference which will focus on materiality, 
thinking through materials, craftsmanship and why creating things is important to being human. Clay is a 

common material. It has endless versatility and usability, from functional ware to matter that has the ability 
to transform artistic ideas with its material tactility. It is sensual and plastic and responds to the primal 
instinct of making things by hand. Clay allows the artist to create form in spontaneous and direct ways that 

no other material does. Six speakers will discuss the questions: Why are crafts and making thing 
important to the human experience? Do we experience materials and objects physically? How do we as 

humans engage with materials? Why are the tactile and haptic qualities of materials important to 
humans? What role does the use of clay/ceramics play in contemporary society? 

Educational seminar 

“Investigating Ceramic Education”: the seminar will engage educators and students in discussions and 
problem-solving on current issues and challenges in ceramic education. Using an international and diverse 

group of educators and students participating in ECC2014 as a starting point, we invite professionals and 



students to participate in mapping and exchanging knowledge and resources in the field of ceramic 

education. Participants are asked to bring current issues, questions or themes, which they are engaged in at 
the moment and are seeking input for, to improve the quality of their ceramic programme or learning 

environment. The seminar will facilitate collective resources and knowledge to generate solutions to the 
challenges and questions raised by the participants.  

Concurrent events 

Organising the European Ceramic Context exhibitions and symposium activities provides an opportunity 
for external partners to bring activities related to contemporary European ceramics to Bornholm. In 

addition to the official biennale activities organised by the ECC secretariat, many local ceramic artists and 
craft art organisations are taking the opportunity to organise a number of affiliated events, exhibitions and 

activities around the island. These activities are deeply appreciated by the organisers, as they underline our 
ambition to develop the event into a dynamic open-source organisation with increasing external ownership 

from participating organisations and external partners involved in the project. This is exemplified by the 
following:  

Baltic Woodfired 2014: Workshops, talks and exhibitions under the theme “An Ode to Tradition and a 

Tribute to Clay” at Bornholm Folk High School and Hjorths Fabrik; Artist in Residence at Engelsholm 
Højskole; Galleri Klejn: “Shaping Fluid” – by Christina Schou Christensen; Insights: Ceramic Student 

Sisse Lee Jørgensen (DK) curates an exhibition with student projects from The Royal Danish Academy 
School of Design, Bornholm; Hjorths Fabrik – Bornholm Ceramic Museum : 10 local ceramicists 

and the permanent collection; Rønne Public Library: exhibition with J. Kay Aplin – “Botanical 
Structures IV”; Galleri R2: The structure of LUST – exhibition with 9 Scandinavian ceramic artists; 
Gallery Culiner: Exhibition by five ACAB members; Gudhjem Museum: Exhibition with 10 local 

ceramicists from Bornholm.  
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