
Foreword – ECC2014 Exhibition Catalogue 
 
Bornholm and the third edition of European Ceramic Context welcome you to the Bornholm Bienniale for 
European contemporary glass and ceramics.  
 
Clay has always been an important material for Bornholm. Bornholm has more raw materials, particularly clay 
and granite, than the rest of Denmark. Generally speaking, you might say that the island is made of clay and 
granite. These materials have formed the bedrock on which Bornholm’s history of manufacturing and exports is 
based, where large volumes of these raw materials and finished ceramic products have been exported from the 
island.  
In recent years, the interest in handcrafted objects and authenticity is once again intensifying and Bornholm’s 
craft art is the object of renewed interest as well. Particularly ceramic art and pottery from the island’s many 
workshops are being exported and exhibited in international venues. A strong, active craft art environment is now 
one of Bornholm’s hallmarks. Notably materiality and craft art – as well as how we as human beings are shaped 
by the materials and products we surround ourselves with – are the focal points of this year’s Biennale.  
 
This marks the fifth holding of the Bornholm Biennale for Modern Glass and Ceramics. The event has grown 
concurrent with the growing support and development of the event by international partners and local players on 
Bornholm. The Biennale seeks to boost and promote the sense of involvement and ownership of local craft artists 
and players on Bornholm so that local activities across the entire island take place in continuation of and in 
addition to the Biennale’s own comprehensive programme. Therefore, we are gratified to experience the 
numerous exhibitions and activities at Bornholm’s various museums and exhibition venues presenting the work 
of both Bornholm ceramists and international artists alike.  
	 

 
This major event is only possible thanks to the generous support of a large number of institutions, foundations 
and private sponsors, to whom we extend our sincere gratitude. Their generous response has made the realisation 
of our plans possible. All of them are mentioned in the list of supporters in this catalogue. However, we should 
also like to direct a special thanks to Bikubenfonden and to the Bornholm Growth Forum which have jointly 
supported this year’s Biennale by funding more than half of the total budget. 
Bornholm Bienniales are jointly organised by primary and participating partners. We wish to extend our special 
thanks to participating partners Svanekegaarden and Bright Park Bornholm and to the organisers of the many 
related events. 
 
We also wish to extend our warm and heartfelt thanks to the large group of national commissioners whose insight 
and enthusiasm have ensured that the two exhibitions have the quality and variety to meet our ambitious goal of 
providing a glimpse into the main trends and developments in contemporary European ceramics. 
 
Last but not least, the organisers wish to extend our most heartfelt thanks to Project Director Susanne Jøker 
Johnsen who has handled this huge administrative task with meticulous professionalism, tireless energy and 
encouraging affection towards both the project and the participants.  
Only her positive management has ensured that European Ceramic Context 2014 fulfils our most ambitious 
expectations. 
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